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When discussing the history of Fenland, an 
underwater marshland comes to mind. It is no secret 
that our beautiful landscape was once completely 
inaccessible unless via boat. 
   This story of Fenland starts underwater, but it starts 
a little earlier than you might anticipate. It starts 
around 200 million years ago, when it would have 
been more common to see a T-Rex than a tractor. 
   In the Jurassic period, when dinosaurs ruled the 
earth, Fenland was buried under the surface of the 
water and it wasn’t until the whole world froze, that 
it became a stomping ground for giant prehistoric 
beasts. 
   Today the remains of these animals can be found 
on your own doorstep. Jamie Jordan, owner of 
Fossils Galore, recently acquired a woolly rhino skull 
excavated in the surrounding area.
   Woolly rhino (Coelodonta antiquitatis), now an 
extinct species of rhinoceros, were common in the 
last ice age. They shared the same thick coat as the 
woolly mammoth, and were much like the rhinos we 
know today.
   “This the fifth set of woolly rhino remains found in 
the area,” said Jamie. 
   “We have had an archaeologist confirm that the 
skull is roughly 250,000 years old.” 
   Woolly rhino have been referred to as a furry 
lawnmower due to their large appetite for grass. 
Grass is not something many people would expect 
to be present during an ice age, but according to 
Chris Faine, Oxford Archaeology, Fenland may have 
been woolly rhino paradise, he said: “The landscape 
immediately to the south would have been largely 
open grassland with permafrost in place, along with 

wide river valleys.”
   The local produce could have attracted rhino, but 
without a time machine it’s hard to separate fact from 
theory. However, there are a few facts that we can be 
sure of thanks to imprints on the skull.
   Jamie, who found this key piece of the puzzle, 
said:”There are tool marks on the skull, which 
indicates the presence of early man. I doubt humans 
killed this beast, but it is possible they would have 
scavenged.” 
   Professor Adrian Lister from The Natural History 
Museum, added: “If humans hunted them at all 
it would have been rare, more for bravado than 
anything else.
   “I doubt the rhino would have been prey. There is a 
good chance that humans would have scavenged off 
of carcasses by scaring off predators with things like 
fire, and they would have scavenged whatever they 
could.”
   A town that is fondly called ‘home’ by so many 
took a long time to emerge from the water, but once 
March surfaced it began to breathe, and giant beasts 
began to breathe with it. 
   The discovery of this superb 
skull proves that March and 
the surrounding areas have a 
prehistoric story to tell. Some 
of those stories can be found at 
Fossils Galore. What story will 
you discover about March? 

Image: Jamie Jordan, owner 
of Fossils Galore, with the 
woolly rhino skull.

Fenland’s Prehistoric Past
Elizabeth Howlett examines prehistoric Fenland with the help 
of a locally discovered, 250,000 year old woolly rhino skull 

of those stories can be found at 
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