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Combining a stylish aesthetic
with long term performance,
E-Leather SL2i material offers
the perfect solution for
upholstery, monuments,
bulkheads and interior surfaces.
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I 
feel that I should quickly introduce 
myself. You are undoubtedly used to 
seeing Gareth’s familiar face in this 
spot, and not so used to seeing mine. 
I am the newest member of CBW’s 

editorial team, having joined last August. I ride the 
bus every day to and from our offices, which are 
located in the township of Hampton, on the 
southern edge of Peterborough. The citi 6 route is 
normally operated by a fleet of ADL Enviro400 
double-decks.

Having previously caught regular single-deck 
buses in the Midlands, I find myself privy to a new 
‘culture’ of passengers and a new set of rules. 
These rules are entirely dependent on where you 
decide to sit. Travelling on my regular inner city 
bus route on a double-decker has led me to 
observe a few gospel truths about riding 
atop a Peterborough city bus.

The first is that there is a perilous and 
unspoken requirement to get down the 
stairs, and at the door, before the vehicle 
has stopped. No matter how much you 
wobble and shake precariously on the 
steps, you simply must abide. And if 
you don’t manage this task, someone 
will be on-hand to express their 
disappointment. 

The second is that when you sit next to someone, 
either out of necessity or choice, you may only 
do so on the bottom deck. The bottom deck is the 
place for chitter chatter amongst friends and a 
place for children to play peekaboo with the other 
passengers. It is a friendly place, with cramped 
seating and an enforced sense of community. 
However, if you go on the top deck, you are there to 
sit by yourself. You are there to put your hood up 
and gaze miserably out of the window.

The third rule is that when a child is sat (or 
rather running free) downstairs, they become 
everyone’s child. Everyone is looking out for 
them. Everyone is interacting with them and 
it is generally a pleasant and heart-warming 
experience. However, a top-deck child is much 
sturdier. They will usually sit and enjoy the view. 

They will not be running around. They will not 
be phased by the raucous teenagers.

These are my own observations and I 
would like to think that this new ‘culture’ 
of how to behave on the bus is restricted 
to Hampton-bound-buses – if it isn’t I 
would love to hear about it. Do you have a 

preference between the decks?  n

Elizabeth Howlett Journalist

Based on her experience of commuting to the CBW office by bus, Elizabeth Howlett believes there are certain 
unwritten rules among passengers regarding the bottom and top decks. Stagecoach Peterborough operates the 
citi 6 service, normally using  ADL Enviro400 double-decks, one of which is seen here at the city’s Queensgate 
bus station. JADE SMITH

Upstairs downstairs 
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